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and Japan centred in the continued and recently aggravated inter-
ference on the part of the Japanese armed forces with American
rights and interests in China which I felt should be obviated before
the problems involving questions of principle could successfully be
solved. At this point I showed to the Minister and read the headings
of a statement of more than twenty typewritten pages covering the
instances of renewed bombings, personal indignities, et cetera, which
have occurred since the first of this year, as well as a great number
of instances of current interference with American business, trade,
and commerce through monopolistic measures and exchange control,
and import and export control restrictions in China.
I said that I had become greatly discouraged by this recrudescence
of bombings and other acute cases of interference with American
rights, and by the absence of visible effort to implement the assurances
continually given us with regard to the intention of the Japanese
Government to ensure in practice the principle of equal opportunity
and respect for American commercial and other interests in China.
The Minister replied that Mr. Tani had informed him of my recent
representations concerning the bombings and the difficulties at the
barriers in Tientsin, and that he was doing his best to ameliorate
these conditions. He hoped that the barriers in Tientsin would soon
be raised. At least some of our complaints regarding monopolistic
measures and exchange control and import and export restrictions
would be'solved when the hostilities in China were terminated. The
Minister referred to his efforts to settle claims for damages in China
which, even though the results might not be entirely satisfactory to
the claimants, nevertheless represented an effort made in good faith
to meet these claims. I acknowledged these efforts but added that
thus far they had barely touched the fringe of the whole problem.
The Minister then spoke of the rumours of my return to the United
States on leave of absence. I replied that the question of leave of
absence arose annually, and that my plans for this year were not
yet settled, but that frankly, after waiting in vain for the last several
months for some evidence of implementation of the assurances given
me with regard to an improvement in the situation of American
rights and interests in China, and seeing only a recrudescence and
intensification of interference with those rights and interests, I was
becoming doubtful of my ability to accomplish constructive work
here, and felt that personal contact with my Government at this time
might be more helpful than remaining in Tokyo. I said that I had
already made the position and attitude of my Government perfectly
clear to the Japanese Government and that we were now waiting
patiently but apparently futildy for results.
The Minister said that he hoped that I would not leave Japan at
this juncture because the Japanese public, which at present is very
much disturbed at tbe worsening of Japanese-American relations,
would interpret my departure as a partial rupture of relations and
that the public reaction might be " very serious." I replied that I

